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The  attached  tables  of  land  facts  and  estimates  have  been  prepared  for 
in-Service  use  by  the  Soil  Conservation  Service  to  provide  reasonable  accu- 
racy and  consistency  in  reports  dealing  with  land  resources  and  conserva- 
tion needs  and  progress.    Many  of  the  basic  data  have  been  derived  from  the 
1950  Census  of  Agriculture.    Figures  listed  as  "estimates"  should  be  so 
described  if  used  as  a  basis  for  written  or  oral  reports. 

These  tables  were  prepared  in  cooperation  with  representatives  of  the 
Bureau  of  Agricultural  Economics  and  of  the  Forest  Service,  and  the  figures 
listed  are  in  general  agreement  with  those  in  use  by  the  two  agencies. 
Each  subject-matter  table  has  been  carefully  footnoted  to  explain  certain 
data  and  their  source,  such  as  1950  Census,  BAE,  SCS,  etc.    Where  more  com- 
plete information  on  related  subjects  is  desired,  reference  should  be  made 
directly  to  the  source  material  or  agency.    Some  of  these  data  will  change 
when  more  up-to-date  information  becomes  available. 

Listed  below  are  some  of  the  more  important  figures  abstracted  from 
the  attached  tables : 


Table:  Million 

acres 

1.  MAJOR  USES  OF  PRIVATE  AND  PUBLIC  LAND, 

CONTINENTAL  U.  S.,  1950: 

Total  private  land  (owned  by  individuals,  private 

groups,  corporations)    1,342 

Total  public  land  (Federal,  State,  municipal,  etc.)  ...  562 

Total  land  area    1,904 

2.  LAND  IN  FARMS  AND  NOT  IN  FARMS  BY  MAJOR  LAND  USES, 

CONTINENTAL  U.  S.,  1950: 

Land  in  5,382,000  farms  and  ranches    1,159 

Land  not  in  farms    74,5 

Total  land  area    1,904 

Land  uses,  all  land: 

Cropland,  exclusive  of  rotation  pasture    409 

Pasture  and  grazing  land  (nonforested )    700 

Forest  and  woodland    606 

Special-use  areas  (towns,  cities,  parks,  roads,  etc.)  105 

Miscellaneous    84 

Total  land  area    1,904 
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Million 

Table :  acres 

3.  LAND  UNDER  IRRIGATION,  CONTINENTAL  U.  S.,  1950:  25.787 

4.  ESTIMATED  AREAS  OF  PRIVATE  LAND  CLASSIFIED  BY  CAPABILITY 

CLASSES  AND  PRIMARY  LAND  USE,  CONTINENTAL  U.  S.,  1950: 

Classes  I,  II,  and  III    593 

Class  IV    123 

Classes  V,  VI,  and  VII    546 

Class  VIII    25 

Unclassified    55 

Total  private  land    1,34-2 

5.  ESTIMATED  SOIL  LOSS  AND  RATE  OF  SOIL  DETERIORATION, 

CONTINENTAL  U.  S. : 

Soil  originally  suitable  for  cultivation: 

Losses  from  soil  erosion  and  soil  blowing    25.0 

Present  annual  rate  of  loss    0.4 

Losses  from  other  types  of  soil  deterioration    10.0 

Present  annual  rate  of  loss    0.1 

Present  cropland : 

Critical  rate  (change  capability  class,  10-15  yrs.)  ...  121 

Serious  rate    (     "              "              »       15-30    ")'...  128 

Slight  to  none(     »              "              "    over  30    "    )  . . .  229 
Total  cropland  (including  69  million  acres  in 

rotation  pasture    478 

6.  INVENTORY  OF  GRAZING  LAND,  CONTINENTAL  U.  S.,  1950: 

Grazing  land,  17  Western  States    782 

Grazing  land,  31  Eastern  States    238 

Total  grazing  land  (including  320  million  acres, 

woodland  grazed)    1,020 

7.  INVENTORY  OF  FOREST  LAND,  CONTINENTAL  U.  S.,  1950: 

Privately  owned  commercial  forest  land    344 

Publicly  owned  commercial  forest  land    116 

Noncommercial  forest  land    162 

Total  forest  land  (including  16  million  acres  of 

forest  land  in  parks  and  other  special-use  areas)  ...  622 
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8.    SOIL  CONSERVATION  PROGRESS,  U.  S.  AND  TERRITORIES^  2/  : 

Number 


Million 
acres 


Status  of  conservation  district  organization  as 
of  July  1,  1953: 


Conservation  districts    2,549  1*4-03 

Farms  and  ranches  (87  percent  of  all  farms  and 

84  percent  of  U.  S.  land  in  farms)    4,714,000  969 

Farmer-district  cooperation  as  of  July  1,  1953: 

District  cooperators  and  acreage  they  operate  ..  1,297,000  376 

Basic  conservation  plansJ/    952,000  262 

Farms  in  initial  and  advanced  stages  of  develop- 
ing basic  conservation  plans!/    345,000  113 

Estimated  conservation  treatments  applied  on  all 
land  by  all  agencies  and  individuals  (including 
a  wide  variety  of  practices  and  levels  of 

intensity)  as  of  January  1,  1953  (acre-equivalent)  265 

Agricultural  land  still  in  need  of  conservation 

treatment  (acre-equivalent)    900 


1/  These  figures  are  subject  to  periodic  revision  and  do  not  appear  in  the 
attached  tables. 

2/    For  more  detailed  information  on  progress  of  the  soil  and  water  conser- 
vation program,  reference  should  be  made  to  the  most  recent  Annual  Report  of 
the  Chief  cf  the  Soil  Conservation  Service. 

_2/    Estimates  subject  to  revision  through  changes  in  conditions  ana  prac- 
tices . 
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TABLE  1.    MAJOR  USES  OF  PRIVATE  AND  PUBLIC  LAND,  CONTINENTAL  UNITED  STATES, 
19501/ 


Land  use 


Private 
land£/ 


Public 
land!/ 


Total 


Million 


Cropland^/  

Pasture  and  grazing  land 

( nonf ores ted )•£-/  , 

Forest  and  woodland^/  ( m 
.Special-use  areas 7/ 
Miscellaneous^/   

Total2/   


Million 


Million 


acres 

acres 

acres 

402 

7 

409 

450 

250 

700 

406 

200 

606 

27 

78 

105 

57 

_22 

84 

1,342 

562 

1,904 

1/    Compiled  from  various  sources,  including  State  and  Federal  publications 
and  records  and  reports  of  numerous  State  agencies.    Total  figures  should  be 
regarded  as  approximations  of  the  acreages  of  private  and  public  land  in  dif- 
ferent major  uses  rather  than  results  of  detailed  enumeration. 

ZJ    Private  land  includes  all  land  owned  by  individuals,  private  groups, 
and  corporations.    It  includes  the  major  part  of  the  farmland  and  the  urban 
and  residential  areas  of  the  country. 

2/    Public  land  includes  Federal,  State,  county,  municipal,  and  Indian  land 
under  Government  administration.     Indian  land  comprised  nearly  57  million 
acres  in  1950,  of  which  3  million  acres  were  used  for  cultivated  crops  and 
44  million  acres  for  grazing.    Considerable  acreages  of  public  land  are  included 
in  farms  and  ranches  or  used  with  them  for  grazing,  but  most  of  the  public 
land  is  not  suitable  for  arable  farming. 

ij    Cropland  consists  of  cropland  harvested  (including  the  major  acreage  from 
which  hay  and  grass  seed  were  taken),  crop  failure,  cultivated  summer  fallow, 
soil-improvement  crops  not  harvested  or  pastured,  and  idle  cropland.  The 
greater  part  of  the  public  land  reported  as  cropland  is  Indian  land  and  State 
school  and  other  land  leased  to  farmers  for  farming. 

5/    Pasture  and  grazing  land  not  forested  comprises  cropland  used  only  for 
pasture  in  the  census  year  (principally  rotation  pasture),  permanent  grassland, 
or  other  open  or  nonforested  pasture  in  farms  and  nonforested  grazing  or  range- 
land  not  in  farms.     Included  is  shrub  land  that  is  grazed  and  not  classed  as 
wood land . 

In  addition  to  the  700  million  acres  of  nonforested  or  grassland  pasture 
and  grazing  land,  about  320  million  acres  of  woodland  and  forest  land  is  grazed 
to  some  extent  nearly  every  year. 

6/    Forest  and  woodland  exclusive  of  about  16  million  acres  of  forest  and 
woodland  included  in  parks,  wildlife  refuges,  military  areas,  and  other  special- 
use  areas. 

7/  Towns,  cities,  farmsteads,  highways,  roads,  parks,  wildlife  refuges,  water- 
supply  areas,  and  military  lands. 

8/    Land  chiefly  of  low  value  for  agriculture. 

2/    Individual  items  adjusted  to  total.    The  total  land  area  was  calculated 
as  1,905  million  acres  in  1940,  but  adjustments  made  for  absorption  by  large 
reservoirs  and  minor  revisions  in  a  few  State  areas  reduced  the  total  in  1950 
to  1,904  million  acres. 
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TABLE  2.     LAND  IN  FARMS  AND  NOT  IN  FARMS  BY  MAJOR  LAND  USES,  CONTINENTAL 

UNITED  STATES,  1950 


Land         Land  not  Percentage 
Land  use^/                           in                in       Total  of 
 farms  farms     acreage  total 

Million    Million  Million 

acres       acres       acres  Percent 


Cropland  (used  chiefly  for  crops 

•  •  409 

— 

409 

21.5 

Pasture  and  grazing  land : 

Cropland  used  only  for  pasture  . . . 

69 

..  416 



211 

69 
621 

3.6 
33,1 

Total  (nonforested  pasture 

485 

215 

700 

36.7 

..  125 

185 

320 

16.8 

Total  (pasture  and  grazing  land)  . 

620 

2/400 

1,020 

53.5 

Forest  and  woodland  not  pastured^/  . 

85 

201 

286 

15.1 

^27 

6/78 

105 

5.5 

18 

66 

4.4 

Total   

.^1,159 

745 

1,904 

100.0 

1/    Estimates  of  major  land  uses  based  on  data  assembled  by  the  Bureau  of 
Agricultural  Economics  and  from  reports  from  the  1950  Census  of  Agriculture; 
and  reports  of  the  Land  Grant  College — United  States  Department  of  Agricul- 
ture, Agricultural  Productive  Capacity  Survey,  1951.    Total  acreages  of  land 
are  for  the  calendar  year  1950.    Acreages  of  cropland  and  pasture  used  are 
for  1949. 

2/    Total  cropland  available  for  crops  is  478  million  acres,  including  409 
million  acres  used  for  crops  and  69  million  acres  of  cropland  used  only  for 
pasture . 

2/    Land  not  in  farms  estimated  to  have  been  actually  pastured  at  some  time 
during  the  preceding  year  1949.    Grazing  land  not  in  farms  consisted  of  215 
million  acres  of  open  grassland  and  shrubs  and  185  million  acres  of  forest 
and  woodland.    Some  20  to  25  million  acres  or  more  of  additional  land  are 
believed  to  contain  areas  of  grass  or  other  forage  of  value  for  grazing  that 
were  not  used  during  the  year.    Accordingly  estimates  of  land  grazed  that  is 
not  in  farms  are  subject  to  revision. 
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TABLE  3.     LAND  UNDER  IRRIGATION,  CONTINENTAL  UNITED  STATES,  19 50^/ 

Million  acres 

Irrigated  land  (305,061  farms),  all  48  States    25.787 

Irrigated  land,  17  Western  States    24.270 

Irrigated  land  supplied  entirely  from  ground 

water,  17  Western  States  (1939)    2.223 

Irrigated  land  supplied  entirely  from  ground 

water,  17  Western  States  (1949)    6.829 

1/    1950  Census  of  Agriculture. 


Footnotes  (table  2) — Continued 

ij    The  total  woodland  and  forest  land  in  farms  and  not  in  farms,  includ- 
ing that  pastured  and  not  pastured,  covers  about  606  million  acres,  not 
including  16  million  acres  of  forested  areas  set  apart  for  parks  and  other 
special  uses. 

5/    Farmsteads,  feed  lots,  lanes,  ditches ,  roads,  highways,  and  miscel- 
laneous other  areas  in  farms. 

6/  Includes  urban  areas,  industrial  sites,  parks,  roads  and  other  rights- 
of-way,  and  other  special-use  areas. 

7/    Includes  barren  land,  rock,  open  marsh,  sand  dunes,  and  desert. 

8/    Includes  42  million  acres  of  Indian  land  used  by  Indian  farmers  and 
49  million  acres  of  public  land,  Federal  and  State,  leased  out  to  individual 
farm  operators  for  farming  and  grazing  plus  relatively  limited  acreages 
used  for  experiment  stations  and  institutional  farms.    This  public  land  in 
farms  does  not  include  grazing  land  used  under  permit  as  in  the  case  of 
National  Forests  and  Grazing  Districts. 
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TABLE  5.     ESTIMATED  SOIL  LOSS  AND  RATE  OF  SOIL  DETERIORATION ,  CONTINENTAL 

UNITED  STATES 


Million 
acres 

Soil  originally  suitable  for  cultivation^/; 


The  estimated  acreage  of  soil  originally  suitable  for  culti- 
vated crop  production  upon  which  such  production  is  no 
longer  practical,  under  present  conditions,  as  a  result  of 
soil  deterioration  by  soil  erosion  and/or  soil  blowing^/; 

Total  acreage  lost  since  cultivation  began    25.0 

Present  annual  rate  of  such  loss    0.4 

The  estimated  additional  acreage  lost  to  cultivation  as  above 
as  a  result  of  soil  deterioration  due  to  other  causes  such 
as  waterlogging,  salting,  sediment  deposition,  etc.^/ ; 

Total  acreage  lost  since  cultivation  began    10.0 

Present  annual  rate  of  such  loss    0.1 

Present  cropland  (including  rotation  pasture  )-2/ : 

Rate  of  soil  deterioration  and  time  in  which  the  soil  could  be 
expected  to  degrade  one  capability  class  if  no  remedial  prac- 
tices were  applied^ : 

Critical  (10  to  15  years)    121 

Serious  (15  to  30  years)    128 

Slight  to  none  (over  30  years)    229 

Total  cropland  (including  69  million  acres  in  rotation  pasture)..  478 


1/  Estimates  by  SCS  State  and  regional  soil  scientists  and  soil  correlators, 
May  1953. 

2/    These  figures  do  not  include  an  estimated  50  to  100  million  acres  of 
soil,  not  originally  suitable  for  cultivation,  which  was  cultivated  in  the 
past  and  which  is  now  deteriorated  and  abandoned  from  cultivation.    Nor  do 
they  include  areas  of  cropland  lost  through  causes  other  than  soil  deteriora- 
tion such  as  through  urban  and  industrial  expansion,  and  through  deliberate 
inundation  for  dam  construction,  etc. 

2/  SCS  estimates  based  on  the  Soil  Decline  Study  of  1947.  Totals  have  been 
adjusted  on  the  basis  of  1950  census  figures. 

Lj  Mainly  physical  deterioration,  not  including  unrelated  losses  of  replace- 
able organic  matter  and  plant  nutrients. 
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TABLE  6.     INVENTORY  OF  GRAZING  LAND,  CONTINENTAL  UNITED  STATES,  1950^/ 


Land  use 


17 
Western 
States 


31 
Eastern 
States 


Total 

(48  States) 


Land  in  farms : 

Cropland  grazed   

Woodland  grazed  ........ 

Other  grazing  land^/. . . . 

Total   

Land  not  in  farms : 

Woodland  grazed   

Nonforested  grazing  land 

Total   

Total  grazing  land  . . . 


Million 
acres 


23 
74 
365 

462 


105 
215 

320 
782 


Million" 
acres 


46 
61 
51 

158 


80 

80 
238 


Million 
acres 


69 
135 
416 


620 


185 

215 


400 


1,020 


Million  acres 


Range land  in  need  of  brush  contro  1    -2/l50 

Range  land  in  need  of  reseeding    -2/  96 

Range land  in  need  of  stock-water  development    i/237 


1/    1950  Census  of  Agriculture. 

2/  Includes  2  million  acres  of  irrigated  wild  grass  pasture  and  2  million 
acres  of  irrigated  tame  grass  pasture. 

2/    Rough  estimate,  Soil  Conservation  Service,  June  1953. 
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TABLE  7.     INVENTORY  OF  FOREST  LAND,  CONTINENTAL  UNITED  STATES,  1950^/ 

Million  acres 


Forest  land : 

Noncommercial  forest  land  (inaccessible  alpine 

ranges,  pinon- juniper  areas,  etc.)    162 

Commercial  forest  land: 

Publicly  owned  commercial  forest: 

Federal    89 

State,  county,  and  municipal    27 

Total  publicly  owned  commercial  forest    116 

Privately  owned  commercial  forest  (producing  about 
90  percent  of  total  sawtimber  cut  annually): 

Large  to  medium  tracts  (5,000  acres  or  larger)    82 


Small  tracts  (less  than  5,000  acres)  4.25  million 
owners.    These  small  tracts  produce  40  to  50 
percent  of  total  timber  and  70  percent  of  total 
pulpwood  cut  annually,  but  only  about  15  percent 
of  the  area  is  being  wisely  managed  to  produce 


successive  crops  of  saleable  timber    262 

Total  privately  owned  commercial  forest   

Total  commercial  forest  land    460 

Total  forest  land    2/622 


Total  annual  cut  of  all  timber  (13.7  billion  cubic  feet)  is  about  equaled 
by  the  annual  growth  (13.4  billion  cubic  feet). 

Total  annual  cut  of  sawtimber  is  about  50  percent  greater  than  annual 
growth . 

An  estimated  75  million  acres  of  forest  land,  of  which  44  million  acres 
is  on  farms,  is  so  badly  devastated  that  much  of  it  can  be  restored  to 
merchantable  forest  growth  only  by  planting  and  seeding. 


1/    Estimates  by  the  Forest  Service,  USDA. 

2/  Includes  606  million  acres  listed  in  table  1  plus  about  16  million 
acres  of  forest  land  in  parks  and  other  special-use  areas. 
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